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concerning the etiological relationship to an acute, distemper-like
infection which was present in the young animals. It was isolated
from the heart blood of five of the eight foxes which were observed.
Morris and Norman have found that the organism is harbored in
apparently healthy ferrets. In the course of distemper studies
colonies of L. monocytogenes appeared in the cultures inoculated
with lung and spleen tissues from distemper infected ferrets. That
the organism may be present in swine without causing symptoms of
encephalitis is indicated by the report of Rhoades and Sutherland
who isolated it from the liver, spleen, and kidney of a case of hog
cholera. Bolin and Eveleth isolated the organism during the routine
culturing of liver tissue from a pig. This organism has been iso-
lated from meningitis in man.
Guinea pigs, rabbits, mice, and rats are all susceptible to experi-
mental inoculation. The animals usually die within 48 hours and
post-mortem examination reveals typical lesions of liver necrosis.
Gray and co-workers have reported that abortion is produced in
rabbits by ocular and oral inoculation with L. monocytogenes.
Immunity. Information concerning the immunity produced by
this organism is not available. Olafson found that some sheep can
be immunized to withstand subsequent injections of the organism,
but just as many remain unprotected after the injection of 2.5 cc.
of broth cultures two or three times a week for six weeks. The
disease is so sporadic that wholesale immunization of flocks and
herds is not indicated at the present time. In their experimental
study of listeriosis, Olson, Cook, and Blore found that sheep were
definitely more resistant after having received one injection of L.
monocytogenes.
Diagnosis. The conditions which are produced by Listeria
monocytogenes may be confused symptomatically with a number
of diseases; consequently, the only certain method of diagnosis is
the isolation and identification of the organism.
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